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I.  Purpose

The MRO Standards Committee’s (MRO SC) purpose is to ensure that MRO Reliability
Standards are consistent with current NERC Reliability Standards. The MRO SC ensures
that all requests for new or modifications to MRO Standards are processed using MRO’s
Standards Development Process. The MRO SC will act as a resource for Stakeholders to
learn more about the application of NERC Reliability Standards through communication,
education, and training.

II.  Membership

Pursuant to Policy and Procedure 3 (Organizational Groups), membership of organizational
groups shall be determined based upon experience, expertise and geographic diversity and to
the extent practicable, shall include a balanced representation of the sectors. The MRO SC is
comprised of two members from each industry sector consisting of three or more members,
and one member from each industry sector with less than three members.

I11.  Key Objectives

e Recommend to the MRO Board, regional representatives for NERC security related,
standards development and drafting related working groups and committees.

e Provide regular reports to the MRO Board on matters related to Reliability Standards and
security efforts of the Standards Committee.

e Maintain standards development process documentation for regional Reliability
Standards.

e Present new or modifications to existing MRO regional Reliability Standards to the board
for adoption upon recommendation of the MRO Balloting Pool.

e Assign proposed regional Reliability Standards to a Standards Drafting Team.

e Periodically review NERC Reliability Standards and determine their impact and how
they are applied to the Registered Entities.

e Provide non-binding assistance to stakeholders in understanding the application of the
NERC Reliability Standards.
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e Assist Stakeholders in gaining the understanding of the types of evidence needed to
demonstrate compliance through examples.

e Oversee the development of application guides for approved mandatory standards.

e Review frequently occurring compliance violations to determine if there are any
additional application guidelines that are needed or additional changes to standards or
request interpretations.

e Provide education and training on effectively demonstrating compliance to Stakeholders
through webinars, emails, conference calls, presentations, workshops, etc.

e Identify pools of subject matter experts in the industry to assist in the development of
application guides, to provide evidence identification for NERC standards, to provide
comments on standards and interpretations, and to provide voting positions.

e Provide a forum for Registered Entities to gather and share information and resources to
increase the security posture in the region.

e Serve as an expert advisory group to the board in the areas of physical, operational and
cyber security.

e Provide two-way communication between the region and the NERC Critical
Infrastructure Protection Committee.

IV. Meetings

The MRO SC will meet quarterly or as necessary, in person or via conference call or web
meeting. Meetings of the MRO SC are open to public attendance; however, an executive
session may be called by the chair or vice-chair.  Additional meeting requirements related to
agendas and minutes, voting and proxy, and rules of conduct are outlined in MRO Policy and
Procedure 3 (Organizational Groups.)

V. Costs

Meeting costs incurred by MRO SC members are reimbursable by MRO according to MRO
Policy and Procedure 2 (Expense Reimbursement.)

VI. Reporting Requirements
The chair of this group, or vice chair, will provide a written and/or oral report describing the
quarterly activities and actions of the committee to the MRO Board of Directors. Annually

each November, the committee shall perform a review of this charter and the committee’s
overall purpose and key objectives to ensure that committee is efficient and effective in its
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operations and performing according to its purpose. The chair shall provide a summary
report, including a statement of its conclusions, to the board at the annual meeting.
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